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The Problem Solving Method
 

1. What do I know? 
2. What do I need to find 

out? What is the question?
3. Decide whether to add or 

subtract. 
4. Test your idea and draw a 

picture if necessary. 
5. Check your answer. Does 

it make sense? 

Key words for...
 

Adding 
• in all 
• total 
• altogether 

 
 
Subtracting 

• how many left 
• how many less 
• how many more 
• how many fewer 
• difference 
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